
OneSearch versus Subject Databases: Should I use 
OneSearch or a Subject Database? 

I’m Looking for eBooks 
If you’re looking for eBooks and know the title and author, use OneSearch. OneSearch will 
let you search a title, author, or ISBN to locate specific items.  

If you’re looking for eBooks and are just getting started with your research, you can search 
OneSearch using keywords and limiters to explore. 

I’m Looking for Articles 
If you’re looking for articles and know the title and author, use OneSearch. OneSearch will 
let you search a title, author, or ISBN to locate specific items. 

If you’re looking for articles and are just getting started with your research, you can search 
OneSearch using keywords and limiters to explore. If you’re looking for articles, just getting 
started with your research, and are doing research for a course in your major, consult a 
subject database. A subject database will provide advanced search options like articles 
with specific methodologies all the way to specialized reports by professionals in the field. 
To access subject databases, go to library.csus.edu and select the Databases icon. From 
there, you can filter databases by subject area or database type.  

I’m Looking for Videos 
If you are looking for videos, consult a database. To access databases, go to 
library.csus.edu and select the Databases icon. From there, you can filter databases by 
database type to databases that have videos. 

I’m Looking for Data and Statistics 
If you are looking for data and statistics, consult a database. To access databases, go to 
library.csus.edu and select the Databases icon. From there, you can filter databases by 
database type to databases that have data and statistics.  
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